Cleanups in Berlin — cleaning up the neighborhood
together

The term "cleanup" refers to community-led trash collection efforts where people
come together to rid their neighborhood of carelessly discarded trash.

Cleanups are easy to join: You don't need any prior knowledge, just a little time,
the right equipment, and the desire to make a difference with others. At the same
time, cleanups raise awareness for topics like waste prevention, recycling and a
respectful treatment of public spaces.

Berlin Cleanup Initiatives

Berlin is a city of civic engagement. All over the city, groups meet regularly to
clean parks, riverbanks, squares, and streets, often voluntarily, with a lot of
perseverance and good spirits. Some of these initiatives include, for example:

ALLES IM FLUSS (Initiative by wirBERLIN)
Clean River Project

Clean up MaHe

Clean up Trepnick

Friedenau plastikfrei

Gartner Initiative Arnswalder Platz
Kehrenburger Lichtenberg

Litter Pickers Berlin

Moabit Clean up
Moabiter-Waldstralien-Initiative
Sauberer Kiez Spandau

Saubere Sache (Sprengelkiez)
Sauberlin
Schnipps!SchmargenDorf

think SI®

Ozeankind (Berlin base)
Waldbaden Berlin

You can find even more groups compiled by wirBERLIN. There you can simply
check if there is already a group near you that you can join.


https://wir-berlin.org/cleanup-initiativen/

How to organize your own cleanup

Would you rather take action yourself? With the following steps you can organize
your own trash collection event in your neighborhood.

1. Choose a location

Pick a specific spot you'd like to clean up: for example a park, a playground, a
riverbank, a green space, or a street that's regularly littered. Places where you
spend time anyway or that mean a lot to you work especially well.

2. Get others on board

The more people join in, the bigger the impact and the more fun it is. Reach out to
friends, family, neighbors or colleagues and invite them along. School classes,
sports clubs or community groups can also get involved.

3. Set duration and date

Events of about 2-3 hours have proven to work well, for example on a Saturday or
Sunday. If you'd like support from BSR, you should register your event about two
weeks in advance (see below).

4. Organize equipment
For a cleanup you typically need:
e trash bags or sturdy sacks
e gloves
e litter pickers
e optionally safety vests, brooms and buckets

In Berlin, you can borrow materials (e.g. pickers, bags, vests) free of charge
through the BSR initiative "Kehrenburger" and arrange the pickup of the collected
trash at the same time. In some districts, neighborhood coordinators,
environmental offices or community centers also lend cleanup sets for free. Check
with local contact points in your district to see what's on offer.

If you'd like, also plan for:
e a clearly visible meeting point
e water or tea for everyone
e maybe small snacks for a shared break


https://www.kehrenbuerger.de/

5. Safety & order of events
At the start of the event, it's important to go over a few safety rules with all
participants:
e Don't collect on heavily trafficked roads, and watch out for traffic.
e Don't climb over fences and avoid steep embankments or other risky spots.
e Leave dangerous objects (e.g. needles, broken glass, large sharp metal
pieces) where they are and inform a responsible person or the relevant
authority.
e Children should only collect with adult supervision and wear suitable gloves.

Split into small groups, agree on a rough route, and decide together how long you
want to collect for.

6. Dispose of the trash properly

Think ahead before the event about what should happen with the filled bags.
e |[f suitable containers are nearby, you can dispose of the trash there
separately (e.g. packaging in the recycling bin).
e Alternatively, you can arrange a pickup through BSR or "Kehrenburger"; the
trash is then collected after the cleanup at the agreed location.

Sorting as much as possible while collecting helps recyclable materials get reused.

7. Spread the word and motivate others

After the cleanup, you can share photos and experiences with friends, in your
community, or on social media. This makes your engagement visible and
encourages others to take action too, whether at your next event or in their own
neighborhood.

Feeling inspired?

Find an existing group in your neighborhood or plan your own cleanup — your effort
makes a difference.
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